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Brussels, 11 March 2009 - In 50 years we must produce twice as much food to feed the growing 
human population. Europe cannot stand on the sideline but must embrace all technologies to 
develop global solutions for sustainable agriculture and assure that our children and their 
children will have enough to eat. 
 
EPSO calls on policy makers to support a balanced and fair approach in the assessment of new 
technologies for agriculture and food production. EPSO encourages them to reinforce the scientific 
rigor and independence of the analysis of genetically modified (GM) crop plants by strongly backing 
the European Food Safety Authority GMO Panel as the appropriate body of scientific experts to 
perform this scientific assessment. 
 
EPSO represents over 20 000 European plant scientists and 180 major European plant research 
institutions. We think policy makers must support the development and implementation of new 
technologies, including GM technologies, for the future of the European agriculture and food sector. 
There is no scientific basis for GM technology and GM plants to be excluded from European 
agriculture. These need to be treated like other technologies, including organic farming and low tillage 
and should be evaluated and promoted according to whether they address real needs.  
 
EPSO is deeply concerned about the increasing pressure to dismantle the EFSA GMO panel as the 
scientific authority for the independent assessment of the safety of GM crop plants. The worldwide 
adoption of GM plants supports and confirms EFSA assessments that current GM plants are safe for 
the environment and consumers. We believe the EFSA GMO panel must continue as the scientific 
authority that provides independent and rigorous scientific assessments for GM crop plant approval 
according to existing Regulations. The GMO Panel is providing excellent and scientifically sound 
advice, even under strong political pressures.  
 
In all countries that grow GM crop plants, including European countries, these crops are approved on 
the basis of broad scientific risk assessments, taking into consideration credible state-of-the-art 
scientific knowledge as well as environmental and local information. To assure that European 
agriculture remains competitive and sustainable, the European community and politicians must adhere 
to international standards and reject pressures that are not based on scientific principles and 
knowledge. The cultivation of GM crop plants, if used correctly and sustainably, increases benefits for 
farmers and decreases the footprint of agriculture on the environment. 
  
Because of political and regulatory uncertainty in Europe, European agricultural biotechnology and 
seed companies increasingly move their research and development overseas. This means lost job 
opportunities for young European scientists and a dangerous erosion of scientific expertise that will be 
needed for agricultural innovation within the responsibility of European (knowledge) societies also for 
global perspectives. 

http://www.epsoweb.org/


 
EPSO strongly supports the right of all European citizens to benefit from new agricultural technologies, 
safe and healthy crops, and development of a sustainable agriculture for the future of our planet. To 
assure this right, European regulation of all agricultural technologies, including approval of new GM 
crops, must be based on a credible, rigorous, transparent and independent scientific process to 
assess risks AND benefits. Political pressure and national or NGO interests cannot take control of or 
be allowed veto rights on this process in the European community. 
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Useful links 
Statement webpage: www.epsoweb.org/commun/EPSO_Statement_Agricultural_Technologies_11March09.pdf  
EPSO replies to the Royal Society call for evidence on 'Biological approaches to enhance food-crop production' 
(20 Oct 08): www.epsoweb.org/commun/RoyalSoc_EPSO_20Oct08.pdf  
EPSO member institutes and universities: www.epsoweb.org/about/members.htm  
EPSO representatives: www.epsoweb.org/about/representatives.htm  
 
About EPSO 
EPSO, the European Plant Science Organisation, is an independent academic organisation that represents 
more than 180 leading research institutes and universities from 25 European countries, Australia and New 
Zealand. EPSO’s mission is to improve the impact and visibility of plant science in Europe.  
www.epsoweb.org 
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